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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Giving Back! It sounds like a cliché, but when you are doing something for someone else
without looking for anything in return, it feels really good. Many of our members, industry
partners and industry friends came through to help our chapter renew Toby House, a
Southwest Behavioral Center residential treatment home. 

For two days, smiling faces contributed their time and talents to bring this 1920s historic
home closer to its glory days. Bridging Arizona, a furniture bank that works with agencies in
the valley, asked our help to make the transformation possible. 

Ken Roberts, Allied ASID, and Interior Design professor at Phoenix College, stepped up to
create the design and to coordinate the effort. Students in the Phoenix College Interior Design Club, as well as
students from Mesa Community College and Scottsdale Community College worked hours cleaning and painting.
Numerous ASID members and our own Administrator, Deb Ritchie, rolled up their sleeves in this labor of
love. Too numerous to mention here, a special thanks to all of the designers, industry partners and friends that
made contributions to this effort from fabrics, to workroom services, to paint and furniture. I could not have
been more proud of the way ASID came through. A special "reveal" Open House will be held Saturday, May 2nd
from 10am‐11:30 at the home, located at 303 W. Willetta Ave. Please come to see the beautiful finished
project. We have posted video response of staff members on our Facebook page as well as thank you cards
written by some of the residents. 

 I am half way through my term as President. It's a great time to reflect on the "awesomeness" of our chapter.
We are not a good chapter, we are an amazing chapter! Our strength lies in the membership. Each and every
member is important to the operation of the chapter. We would not be who and what we are without your
participation, diverse businesses and input. The Board is working very hard to make everything we do
meaningful and exciting. Board members are tireless volunteers that have to balance career and family with
ASID. They are giving back too! I thank them for making my role manageable. 

 Our committees are taking members year round. If you would like to work on a committee, please contact the
Director in charge of the activity of your interest. That information is found on the chapter website in the
'Chapter Profile' tab. The Organization Chart will show you who to contact. You get more out of your
membership when you attend events and work on our committees. Sign up today.

40 Years ‐ One Voice!

Jewell Blair, Allied ASID
 

PHOENIX HOME & GARDEN  EDITOR'S LETTER

The May issue of Phoenix Home & Garden connects readers and viewers to leading women in home design,
art, food and fashion. We feature interviews with interior designers Janet Brooks, ASID and Dana Lyon,
director of the Phoenix Art Museum Amada Cruz, owner/chef of Barrio Cafe Silvana Salcido Esparza, General
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THANK YOU 2015
SPONSORS

 

 

DIAMOND
SPONSOR

 

PLATINUM
SPONSOR

Manager of Saks Fifth Avenue Marie Bliss and six other inspiring women who have a lot to
share on home, work and family. Continuing our leading women theme, we share the
home of golf rules official Christie Austin, which sports interior design by Laura Marlier,
architecture by C.P. Drew, AIA, and window treatments by Vicki Smith. Finally, we enlist
the considerable talents of Valley floral artist Malore Maeva to create one‐of‐a‐kind fresh
arrangements just in time for Mother's Day and other May celebrations.

 
Karol DeWulf Nickell, Editor
Phoenix Home & Garden

MEMBER  RECOGNITION

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY ELECTED 2015‐2016 BOARD 
View The Board

The Chateau on Central Challenge
Charles Glover, Allied ASID has been chosen as one of the designers for the challenge. Read More

MEMBER  HAPPENINGS

ARTICLE HEADLINE
ASID CAN HELP YOU MEET YOUR CEU REQUIREMENTS BY DEC 31st 
Every practitioner member of ASID must participate in continuing education. This includes
every active ASID member in the Allied, Professional, and Associate membership categories. 
If you joined ASID between June 1, 2014, and May 31, 2015, you must complete .5 CEUs (5
hours) by December 31, 2015.
If you joined ASID before June 1, 2014, you must complete 1.0 CEUs (10 hours) by December
31, 2015. 
Meeting the Requirement
To obtain CEUs, visit the following resources to search for on‐demand online courses,
upcoming live courses, and industry events where CEUs are offered:

IDCEC Event Calendar
ASID Events Calendar
ASID Online Courses
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LOCAL DESIGN FOCUS

An Interview with Ernesto Garcia, ASID 
By Julie Coleman, Allied ASID of La‐Z‐Boy Furniture and Creative Brief Committee
Member 

I had the distinct pleasure of interviewing Ernesto Garcia ASID, of Ernesto Garcia Interior
Designs, concerning his design passions and experiences, as well as his upcoming furniture
collection. 

His love of design and architecture began young. Born in Argentina, his mother and
grandfather fostered in him a love of design. At age three while at a Paris flea market, he grabbed a beautiful
goblet and wouldn't let go until his mother purchased it. That was when she predicted he would become a
designer! His grandfather walked him through gothic churches as a young child, and by the age of 12 he was
drawing classical sketches. 

Ernesto studied architecture, and spent five years working in the field
where he realized he was drawn to patterns, perspectives, and how they
communicated the feel of the spaces. Working throughout Europe and
eventually America, he was offered work in interior design. Due to his close
ties with architecture, he easily translated design into construction and
remodels. He often found it was difficult to locate the perfect furniture
pieces to complete his projects, and consequently began his own furniture
line. Currently these pieces are being made in California and Phoenix. He is
working on a new furniture collection which will be open to other designers, and possibly be available in
showrooms as well as design centers in the near future. 

Regarding his personal success, Ernesto stated, "Interior Design is a difficult
profession, but infinitely satisfying." His underlying belief has always been, "To let
the job do the work, give the best of my skills, and in the end the design will
manifest itself; we have the ability to change people's lives." Ernesto believes that
a dull gray wall can do more damage to the human spirit than a poor relationship,
but beautiful design will transform people's lives.

Buffalo Collection Talks About Furniture Design Trends

Seen Through Local Eyes
By Penelope Bankowski of the Creative Brief and Gem Surfaces 

The Creative Brief reached out to Laura and Michael Levenberg, owners of the
Buffalo Collection, for their take on this month's topic: furniture design. They listed
the top current trends they've been seeing, plus provide hints as to what may be
emerging for next season.  

1) Made in America: big movement for quality, made locally and in the USA 
2) Custom Designs: ability to specify exactly what a
client needs and wants, hand‐made, hand crafted,
and well‐made 

3) Detailing: multiple textures, incorporating hand weaving, hand braiding,
cross stitching, quilting and tufting 
4) Mixing Fabrics & Materials: utilizing different fabrics and materials together,
and fine fabric with leather 
5) Eclectic Style: mixing different design styles together, Modern,
Contemporary, Classic, Mid‐Century, Western, and Vintage 

6) Antique & Vintage: breathing new life into
the familiar, re‐purpose, reuse, restore and a
big nod to reclaimed materials, such as: reclaimed barn wood and
reclaimed rail road pieces and the use of metals: reclaimed, rusted, and
refinished.  A love for items that have a backbone, are original, originating
from a real story, and have history. 

Issue: # Month/Year
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Spring Preview Guides to High Point

Helpful for Sourcing the actual products that are shown there.
Read More
 

Home Show Success
Several volunteers and chapter members helped to make the Scottsdale
Home Furnishing and Design Show at WestWorld a success. Thank you to
those that had booths, contributed to the seminars and Ask The Expert. 
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Contact the CB Editor, 
Cathy Kominsky, Allied ASID

 
SUBMIT YOUR CREATIVE BRIEF IDEAS/PROJECTS :

May:
LEED/Green Products
June: 
Textiles
July:
Technology for Designers/ Smart Homes/Safe rooms
August:
Wine Cellars

Quick Links

More On Us

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NELuIXh4t2iHCsdHrkyFZEa2Ln7V8J46C-xBJbO6DHfUmsJ1dz0DWXaSS3Tjkh4r6cdn2_s96uw5eKTeTEETwuhrgSHgKSatPIEjzSqsCcWz-qIY0MWtkuvWAuHlkZDffE9-7tI5ydG-&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NELuIXh4t2iHUwzXPiYyd8nPYjt0aSlWgkNYmVKpGYR3iSIUtZKXteKsmWZ05wx4UeKXmsQSLdFOFXbIOhL_tBxff3sWvwyuepE1hijnmFfR0w0IYuQeAer6jtxyfQqAAXdNZhNKbmsV&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NHQ1YLFgMLHD4954zauTgBW-lPl1zUWBS7OP_ODl67a_j-5qF7I_1VKUEhDe4Yrfl2GC0tdztidZq1TAwJbBNfMOPclHEXfHCMbHEX6Ov7u8ye1QetTZ5XY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NNh0Cie0eH2mWl7AVURI2vEh84JsiclRR3mkyDJHjVC56OUYzhzdzyMQkmDXKZGP-uEH2ivYiFSNJ0gielrj_VRa9gk7FeAKJ0VTlWJZmnbMeXSa31cHCs7CZ0IA9v45DQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NHdLrFCMBhS5F3jV9EPPj0_ncjPra7DVpJZ2DYPG3um2RW-LfSfpEaQ40wbB-AHDBae7L1tx0KcN1PiF0tgu0DIRt-gkgQSajpgpNF8o9Qq5FK1mBTQACWOmATC_doaAi5kX8WnWN8TRnnyFQW2EonU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LAVd0dnmWWFy5HnrUnHC8-MoHTvoLdznBREj8iXpxxWc3un4-Ai9NHdLrFCMBhS5F3jV9EPPj0_ncjPra7DVpJZ2DYPG3um2RW-LfSfpEaQ40wbB-AHDBae7L1tx0KcN1PiF0tgu0DIRt-gkgQSajpgpNF8o9Qq5FK1mBTQACWOmATC_doaAi5kX8WnWN8TRnnyFQW2EonU=&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001byQQffwJlmz61yC1FUz1Lsq9zpgtVn9hLKqpj_n4oGia4-uOCVroZF5o0ARzLDPsvbTsu4IUG8Hhc35Q_R9A6xvrgyIPrkHTQ6kJCWjwmY41CfmISxKlj-4sDS5K8NSwstnvzhu9fcFBO4rNC2Vk-N27QBs19iocvt4B0B7wZMNoVBcMX7HZXqf4oUqQbnScWnLxFQ_HVEWLWRYKa8FLVV2tBW7J6uvtByVh3zHvjBluYmFTd58lkfHq2KGvH8g9h3AUpgWe-Un5vXWVh41EVHS3IkoVyN99BSP5WAtnOTeMjKujolJ2cT-Fr42g0u1jbVZxv1u5m3z2KKuNeZpWLlums6B2bpkAGkyq78umcZElq-sBhBiv2zG4uxGwMFKA1Gb8aWSJ60l9cUJtAa8ltQiJuD8oeMFqqah9uHJEHusJOnCbkaxTpOpsO1zpn4JR4ReS2jXISaYKi0EfpSQJM7RG9bqxQC3thHIcGqwjZM8DKh1m2xINEr7iWkhjkAdtyLEa-a5YEKJgnkVYNqptgqHKXNSvdmvBV-L1z-ZD59zy30rdhDJc2qveO0noVTnLDfgVIdpBftlrf1xwvV8WMzgEcWOyRcL1msA6ER__t9awLZ-Xr2qmvjo1rrCdF7f_55ctca4i7b3siNjmZCjU1Cc1gcmZF1smxXlPrE2Y8iCFKQFF3hvkItb-iFQ2IazL9QylvsJ6UC0%3D
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