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I 
am half way through my presi-

dency and the best part has been 

meeting new friends and fellow 

designers! The National Meeting was 

held in Savannah, GA the first week-

end in March and in addition to the 

great meetings, one of our members 

received the top design award AND 

Best of Show from Southern Accents Magazine. David 

Michael Miller, ASID had to have huge awards shipped back 

to Scottsdale; and speaking of “ships”-he won a $15,000 

cruise! So, get those photos out and send them in for our 

design competition as well as to Southern Accents! Winning 

makes the cost of photography insignificant! 

Larry Lake and Jeanne Crandall’s aspirations were realized 

with our first Designer Sample Sale and the Arizona Design 

Center. In spite of a rainy start we made $12,000 for student 

scholarships! We were thrilled for a first time event and will add 

even more to the coffers from the Zoo Safari!

Also, the student design awards were judged this month. It 

is so inspirational to see the creative talent of the students! The 

work was incredible and the winners will receive their awards 

at SunWest Student Career Day.  

It is wonderful to see so many new members and so many 

of you willing to give time to make the chapter what it is. ASID 

AZ North Chapter is one of the biggest in the country, one of 

the most financially sound and one of the most involved.

Here’s to all of our efforts in making our chapter what it has 

become with planning and hard work.  

Sincerely,

Sherry Hauser, ASID

President

from the editor

I 
was able to take part this year 

in the 2nd Annual Zoo Safari. It 

was a great time to meet new 

people and interface with vendors. 

The display of tabletops and donations 

for the raffle was overwhelming as well 

as a huge success with the designers. 

Also presented were the ASID pins of 

two designers who recently passed the 

NCIDQ. Congrats! It is events such as these that remind me 

why it’s great be part of ASID. Not only are the events such 

as this a great cause for scholarship funds, but they allow me 

to interface with fellow designers in the Valley.

I found something interesting on the ASID National Website. 

For the first time, ASID has published information and data 

on the interior design profession across the U.S. and Canada. 

This information is especially helpful not only for design profes-

sionals but also for students who are about to enter into the 

design industry. It’s a great tool that will help set expectations 

as well as help direct graduating students where to go and 

which discipline of design that they would like to pursue. This 

is something I didn’t have when I graduated and it would 

have been extremely helpful for me to review. The tools and 

programs that have been created recently will assist students 

in their success.

For upcoming events, remember to attend the May Member 

Meeting at Light up your Life. Also, remember the deadline 

for submissions for the Design Awards is June 7th and if you 

missed Neocon West, Neocon will take place on June 14-16th 

in Chicago. 

As always, if you have an article or something you’d like to 

see in an upcoming issue of Desert Digest, please feel free to 

email me at Allyson.J.Calvert@aexp.com.

Allyson Calvert, ASID

2003-2004 Officers and
Board of Directors

Officers:

President: Sherry Hauser, ASID

President Elect: Greta Guelich, 

ASID

Past President:  

Christine Piotrowski, ASID

Treasurer: Linda Kolesar, ASID

IP Representative:  

Roland Arnold

Student Representative:  

Lohoma Eckroat

Board of Directors:

Shirley Brown, ASID

Paul Buys, Allied Member

Allyson Calvert, ASID

Beverly Hogshire,  

Allied Member

Sandra Wickman Kush,  

Allied Member

Nancy Petrenka, ASID

president’s  message

Sherry Hauser, ASID, David Michael Miller, ASID, Linda Elliott Smith, ASID National 
President.
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from the editor
Is this Your Year?
   Deadline June 7th
by Bruce Stodola and Wanda Frederick

H
ave you just finished a huge project…one of those 
once-in-a-lifetime projects? Or have you just finished 
an incredible makeover of a small space, on time and 

on small budget, and your clients are singing your praises? 
Well let’s add another candle to your celebration cake and 
enter it in the annual 2004 ASID Awards Competition. 
Now is the time to think about entering your prize projects in 
this year’s competition! Large or small, there’s a category to 
fit your project, especially since we’ve added more categories 
this year.

In addition to the usual categories, we’ve added:
       • Residential Singular Space
       • Special Function Rooms  (i.e. home offices, media 

rooms, wine rooms, etc.)
       • Kitchen & Baths
       • Hospitality A
       • Hospitality B (i.e. lounges, restaurants, etc.)

You have already received the new and improved “Call For 
Entry” forms, so it’s time to book the photographer, and get 
ready to submit that winning binder which needs to be turned 
in on Monday, June 7, 2004 @ the Kravet Showroom 
between the hours of 1:00 pm -5:00 pm.

So, go ahead. Take this opportunity and enter that won-
derful project you have been working on so hard. Get the 
recognition you deserve! This year’s gala will be held at the 
Ritz Carlton on September 24, 2004. Get ready to add your 
own “ADAM” to your trophy wall!

2004 awards  competition

“ADAM”
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T
he Strategic Planning Committee for 
2004-2005 met the end of February 
to review the recently completed 

membership survey results and determine 
the direction our chapter will take during 
the year. It was two days filled with lively 
discussion, new ideas and plenty of mem-
bership input and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who was 
involved.

First, I’d like to thank the Chapter’s mem-
bership. Yes, you should be congratulated 
on your input to next year’s plan. Your 
response to this year’s survey was tremen-
dous and provided the vital input needed 
for crafting a successful plan. The Strategic 
Planning Committee reviewed the survey 
results and incorporated many of your ideas 
and thoughts into the final plan. 

Next, I’d like to thank this year’s commit-
tee. They arrived at the planning site ready to 
tackle the difficult task at hand. Their enthu-
siasm and positive energy was astounding 
and greatly appreciated. I thank each of the 
members for giving their valuable time to this 
important process. The committee members 
were: Gera King, ASID; Christine Piotrowski, 
ASID; Sheri Newton, ASID; Linda Kolesar, 
ASID; Camille Matthews, ASID; Paul Buys, 
Dan Heldenbrand; Wanda Frederick; Lahoma 
Eckroat, Student Rep; Roland Arnold, IP Rep. 
and Pauline Wampler, our administrator. 

Then, Sue Urban, ASID, deserves a big 
thank you as well. As the facilitator, Sue did an 
outstanding job of keeping the discussions on 
track and everyone focused on the issues. She 
had a difficult task and did a fantastic job. 

Finally, I want to thank Roland Arnold of 
Arizona Tile for volunteering the use of his 
conference room for this year’s meeting and for 
providing the committee with a bountiful lunch. 

Thank you all for a wonderful job!

Back row:  From left to right:  Camille Matthews, ASID; Wanda Frederick; Pauline Wampler; Gera King, ASID; 
Greta Guelich, ASID, Committee Chair; Linda Kolesar, ASID; Christine Piotrowski, ASID; and Lahoma Eckroat, 
Student Rep.  Front row:  From left to right:  Sue Urban, ASID, Facilitator; Paul Buys, Sheri Newton, ASID; Dan 
Heldenbrand and Roland Arnold, IP Rep (not pictured).

Lively Discussion and Input from
Members Paves the Way
by Greta-Guelich, ASID, President-Elect

strategic  planning ’04-05
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WV Valley Woodworks            

                    Custom Cabinetry, Inc.
    Phone: (480) 837-8503
Toll Free: (866) 837-8503

E-mail us at: Valleywoodworks@starband.net
Visit our Website at: Valleywoodworks.com

W
ith the recent election of our Student Rep to the 

2004-2005 Board, the Chapter elections are com-

plete. This year’s nominating committee tabulated 

the votes and the results are as follows:

OFFICERS: President: Greta Guelich, ASID  

  President-Elect: Sheri Newton, ASID

  Treasurer:  Robyn Randall, ASID

  Past President:  Sherry Hauser, ASID

BOARD MEMBERS: Sandra Evans, ASID

   Oren Bishop, ASID

    Dan Heldenbrand,  

  Allied Member ASID

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Sue Cain, ASID

   Janelle Schick, ASID

    Marilizabeth Polizzi,  

  Allied Member ASID

The student membership elected Sheena Geohagan as 

their 2004-2005 Student Rep to the Board and everyone will 

take office on October 1, 2004. Your new Board Members 

and Treasurer will serve a two-year term while the rest will 

serve a year.  Current board members continuing next year 

are Paul Buys, Allied Member ASID, Allyson Calvert ASID, 

Shirley Brown, ASID and Roland Arnold, Industry Partner 

Rep to the Board. 

Congratulations to our new officers, board members and 

nominating committee!  I look forward to working with all of 

you in the upcoming year. 

 

Greta Guelich, ASID

President-Elect

chapter  elections
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Votes Are Counted
2004-2005 Board is Set
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to come

events  recap
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SCC Design Students Transform 
Children’s Home

Imagine if you went away for a weekend only to return and find your home totally 
transformed. That’s what happened to ten boys who live at Sunshine Acres Children’s 
Home over President’s Day weekend and all due to the efforts of the Scottsdale 
Community College Student Chapter of ASID.

The SCC Student Designer’s Challenge was thought up by the Student Chapter 
of ASID and managed by Patti Craze, a student chapter officer. It consisted of a 
design contest and a weekend for students to implement the designs. The idea for 
the contest came after several ASID student chapter officers toured Sunshine Acres 
Children’s Home in Mesa. Sunshine Acres is funded by donations and cares for 70 
children who have been separated from their parents. The officers selected the Palm 
Lane Residence for ten junior high boys, as it was a 43-year home that was in desper-
ate need of a face-lift.

Last fall student’s at SCC competed to come up with the best ideas for each room.  
Student’s presented their design plans to the board at Sunshine Acres Children’s Home 
and they selected a winner for each room.  One student, Michelle Pierce submitted 
designs for three bedrooms and the hallway and all her designs were selected.  Other 
winning student designers included the team of Connie Harrison and Insuk Bae for 
the media room, Maureen Murphy for the back patio and the team of Natasha Fritz, 
Erika Thompson and Lohoma Eckroat for the living and dining room.

The winning students were challenged to implement their designs over President’s 
Day Weekend (Feb. 14-16).  This meant finding sponsors, building furniture and 
sewing accessories over their winter break. Students raised $16,000 in cash and 
merchandise and major sponsors included The Pakis Family Foundation, Newport 
Furnishings, Sherwin-Williams and Jonathan Tratt Industrial. 

It took 78 volunteers 3-1/2 days to transform all ten areas in the 1,500 sq. ft. resi-
dence.  The ten boys came home to a big surprise to find their home completely trans-
formed and photographers and reporters stationed in their rooms ready to capture 

their reaction.  
“The thrill of 
seeing the boy’s 
stunned and 
excited was the 
most reward-
ing moment 
for everyone 
involved and 
made the 
months of hard 
work worth 
it,” said Patti 
Craze, student 
organizer of 
the event.

student  news
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ASID National Conference an Eye Opener
by Roland Arnold, IP Representative to the Board

A
SID’S National Conference was held in Savannah GA 
in March. I attended the Industry Partner meetings, 
where we were educated in what our duties are to our 

respective boards of directors. The most interesting part of 
this was in talking to the other IP’s from around the country. 

What an eye opener!

I came away from this with a renewed respect for our mem-
ber’s involvement level and for our chapter’s leadership.  Issues 
that plague other chapters simply don’t exist here, we’re not 
perfect, but are certainly a model at which other IP members 
look for ideas.

Another interesting topic that arose was the possibility for 
IP and professional members alike, to start a sponsorship pro-
gram for student’s ASID dues.  This is a great way to help out 
our future customers, while expressing our commitment to 
ASID affiliation now, and for the professionalism in our design 
community tomorrow.

Watch for more to come

Sincerely,
Roland Arnold
AZ Tile

Elite 
  Frame 
    Designs  LLC 

 

 

Custom Picture Framing And Original Art

8361 E. Evans Rd., suite 107 Scottsdale, AZ 85260 Phone: 480-948-5701 Fax: 480-948-1396

Because your clients deserve the best
Custom Framing  -  Original Art  -  Posters  -  Mirrors

Hanging Services  -  Delivery Services

industry  partner


